











If a Deist believes that God does not intervene in the affairs of
men, why would these Founding Fathers unanimously
acknowledge their firm reliance on the future protection of
divine Providence?

Thomas Jefferson, who drafted the Declaration of
Independence gave us these words:

“The God who gave us

life gave us liberty. Can
the liberties of a nation
be secure when we have
removed a conviction that
these liberties are the gift
of God?”24

The Declaration refers to
God four times. One of the
best known statements is:

“We hold these truths to be
self-evident, that all men

are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of
Happiness.”




THE US CONSTITUTION

Two interesting things that you may not have known about the
Constitution is how long it took the Founding Fathers to draft
and the sources they looked to for guidance.

The Constitution has governed the United States since it was
written in 1787. Normally such an important document would
undergo years of drafts and revisions, but the The Founding
Fathers and other delegates only took five months to complete
the Constitution.

Where did the Founding Fathers leok for
guiodlance?

Many of the Founders received guidance from great
philosophers such as John Locke or Baron de Montesquieu.
However, the source of literature that the Founding Fathers
cited the most in their writings was the Bible. Donald S. Lutz, a
professor of political science at the University of Houston,
examined the Founders' writings between 1760 and 1805 and
categorized their quotes as follows: 25

The Bible N 34%
Montesquiev [N 8.3%

Blackstone [ 7.9%
Locke B 2.9%
Hume 2.7%
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James Madison was considered the father of the Constitution.
He wrote about how the Constitution was created:

“It is impossible for any man of candour to reflect on this
circumstance without partaking of the astonishment. It is
impossible for the man of pious reflection not to perceive in it a
finger of that Almighty hand which has been so frequently and
signally extended to our relief in the critical stages of the
revolution.”26

“[The adoption of the Constitution]
will demonstrate as visibly the finger
of Providence, as any possible event in
the course of human affairs can ever
designate it. 27
—George Washington
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THE NATIONAL ANTHEM

Our national anthem is titled, “The Star-Spangled Banner”
and was written by Francis Scott Key. Key was an American
lawyer who also enjoyed poetry.

During the War of 1812, Key boarded a British ship and
requested the release of some American prisoners, among
whom was a friend named Dr. William Beanes. Key told the
British leaders that Beanes was a great medic who had
given aid to both American and British troops alike. The
meeting went well, and the British leaders agreed to
release Dr. Beanes and others. However, the British were
planning a large-scale attack on Fort McHenry. They told
Key and the other prisoners that they would not be
released until after the attack so that they could not warn
the Americans.

Key watched from the British war ship as Fort McHenry was
bombed. At the beginning of the attack, Key could see a
massive American flag waving over the fort. One of the
guards reportedly told him to take a good look because it
would be gone tomorrow.




Throughout the attack, which lasted 25 hours, Key kept peering
through the smoke-filled sky to see if the flag was still waving in
the distance. When the battle was over and the flag still stood,
Key took out an old letter from his pocket and wrote a poem that
later became our national anthem. The last verse reads:

“Blessed with victory and peace, may the
hedven-rescued land Praise the Power that hath made
and preserved vus a nation!

Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just
And this be our motto: “‘In God is our trust!”

And the star-spangled banner in trivmph shall wave
Over the land of the free and the home of the brave!”




ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Many of Abraham Lincoln’s quotes and writings suggest that
he was a true patriot who absolutely loved this country. He
was not afraid to acknowledge his belief
that God's hand was in both the ‘
development and preservation of
America. The following is an excerpt
from his farewell address as he left
his hometown of Springfield,
lllinois to assume his role as
President of the United States.

“I feel that I cannot
succeed without the same
Divine Aid which
sustained [George
Washington], and on the
same almighty Being I
place my reliance for
support, and I hope

you my friends, will

all pray that I may
receive that

Divine assistance
without which I

cannot succeed,

but with which

success is

certain.” 28



Major General Daniel E. Sickles, who lost a leg at the
Battle of Gettysburg, asked Lincoln why he was so sure
of success in that important battle. Lincoln paused and

then responded:

What were George Washington's and
Abraham Lincein's beliefs about God's
rode in America’s founoding and
preservation?




ONE NATION UNDER GOD

In many instances, the Founding Fathers and early

American patriots recognized God and sought to honor
Him in various ways.

One of those ways is our national anthem, which includes
these lines: “Then conquer we must, when our cause it is
just, and this be our motto: ‘In God is our trust."

In addition, our nation’s pledge of allegiance also
declares that we are “one nation under God.’

"I pledge allegiance
to the flag of the
United States of

America, and to the

republic for which
it stanodls, one
nation under God,
inoljvisible, with
liberty and justice
for all."




ogn THE UNITED STATES OFAMERICA

IN GOD WE TRUST

Another item that we use
every day is our currency.

The national motto “In God We
Trust” is written on our coins and
paper money.

Inscribed at the top of the Washington

Monument is the Latin phrase "Laus Deo," which
translates to "Praise be to God."

The Liberty Bell has an inscription from the
Bible (King James Version) that comes from
Leviticus 25:10. It reads, "Proclaim liberty

throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants
thereof."

These are just a few instances that show us
how important God was to these early men
and women who founded the United

I b States of America.
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THE COST OF FREEDOM

The Founding Fathers and their families paid a great cost to
bring us freedom. Historical records show that of the 56 men
who signed the Declaration of Independence, two suffered
battle wounds, at least four were captured and held as
prisoners of war, 17 lost their homes or property, some had
their property looted and crops destroyed, one wife was held
captive for months, and at least two sons were taken as
prisoners. All faced the constant threat of treason if captured,
but never wavered in their pledge

to each other of their lives, their

fortunes and their sacred honor. 3°

One writer noted of Martha
Washington:

“Though she may not
have been on the front
lines firing a musket,
she was with her hus-
band at every winter

encampment and would
spend more than half of
the war with George from
April 1775 to December
1783.” 31



Would you have riskead
what these men risked in
pursuit of the God-given
freedoms you enjoy today?

Abigail Adams, the wife of John
Adams, once said:

“I wonder if future
generations will ever know
what we have suffered in
their behalf.” 33



WHAT DID YOU LEARN?
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The founding of America is an ongoing process. This book
looks at the country’s founding from Columbus'’s voyage
across the ocean, to George Washington and the
revolutionary war, and down to Abraham Lincoln’s presidency.
The book is mostly made up of firsthand accounts from these
great American figures, and other historians of their time. It
shares their belief that God guided them in their efforts.
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