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“The God who gave us 
life gave us liberty. Can 
the liberties of a nation 
be secure when we have 
removed a conviction that 
these liberties are the gift 
of God?”

“We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of 
Happiness.”

Were the Foun�ng Fathers deists?
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THE US CONSTITUTION
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The Bible
Montesquieu
Blackstone
Locke
Hume

34%
8.3%
7.9%

2.9%
2.7%
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Where �d the Foun�ng Fathers l�k for 
guidance?
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“It is impossible for any man of candour to ref lect on this 
circumstance without partaking of the astonishment. It is 
impossible for the man of pious ref lection not to perceive in it a 
finger of that Almighty hand which has been so frequently and 
signally extended to our relief in the critical stages of the 
revolution.” 

“[The adoption of the Constitution] 
will demonstrate as visibly the finger 
of Providence, as any possible event in 
the course of human affairs can ever 
designate it.
—George Washington
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THE NATIONAL ANTHEM
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“Ble�ed with victory and peace, may the 
heaven-rescued land Praise the Power that hath made 

and preserved us a nation!
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just

And this be our mo�o: “In God is our trust!”
And the star-spangled banner in triumph sha wave

Over the land of the fr� and the home of the brave!”
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN
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“I feel that I cannot 
succeed without the same 
Divine Aid which 
sustained [George 
Washington], and on the 
same almighty Being I 
place my reliance for 
support, and I hope 
you my friends, will 
all pray that I may 
receive that 
Divine assistance 
without which I 
cannot succeed, 
but with which 
success is 
certain.” 28
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W�t were George Washington’s and 
Abra�m Linc�n’s b�iefs about God’s 
r�e in A�rica’s foun�ng and 
preserva�on?

“I felt that the great crisis had come. I went to my 
room and got down on my knees in prayer. Never 
before had I prayed with so much earnestness. I felt I 
must put all my trust in Almighty God. He gave our 
people the best country ever given to man. He alone 
could save it from destruction. I had tried my best to 
do my duty and found myself unequal to the task. The 
burden was more than I could bear. I asked him to 
help us and give us victory now. I was sure my prayer 
was answered. I had no misgivings about the result 
at Gettysburg.” 29
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ONE NATION UNDER GOD
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"I pledge allegiance 
to the flag of the 
United States of 

A�rica, and to the 
republic for which 

it stands, one 
na�on under God, 

in�visible, with 
liber� and jus�ce 

for all."
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THE COST OF FREEDOM
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“Though she may not 
have been on the front 
lines firing a musket, 
she was with her hus-
band at every winter 
encampment and would 
spend more than half of 
the war with George from 
April 1775 to December 
1783.”
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“I wonder if future 
generations will ever know 
what we have suffered in 
their behalf.”

“These are the times that try 
men’s souls. The summer soldier 
and the sunshine patriot will, in 
this crisis, shrink from the 
service of their country; but he 
that stands it now, deserves the 
love and thanks of man and 
woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not 
easily conquered; yet we have this 
consolation with us, that the harder 
the conf lict, the more glorious the 
triumph. ... Heaven knows how to put 
a proper price upon its goods; and it 
would be strange indeed if so celestial 
an article as FREEDOM should not be 
highly rated.”
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Would you �ve risked 
w�t these �n risked in 
pursuit of the God-given 
fr�doms you enjoy today?
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WHAT DID YOU LEARN?
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