








Patriotism is a love for your country. We Americans have
always been known for our patriotism!

American patriotism has been one of the most powerful
forces for good. That same patriotism has helped us over-
come wars, contentions, economic problems, and most
important, has kept us safe from other countries that might
want to hurt our country.

Let's take a short trip through our history, which is your

history! We'll look at how America came to be, how our

government was formed, and why we Americans have such

a love for our

m country. By the
iy end, we hope
you'll be able to
answer the
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BEFORE AMERICA

Before 1788 (the year the Constitution was ratified)
the colonies had no effective national government.
Many Europeans called it the “New World". Many of
them came in hopes of establishing a country
where they could enjoy more religious, political,
and economic freedoms. |
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Up
until the mid
1800s, many European
countries restricted

individuals from religious GREAT BRITAIN
freedom. People weren't free

to choose whatever religion
they wanted without
consequences.

EUROPE

Many people coming to the New
World were escaping religious
and political tyranny. Do you
know what the word “tyranny”
means?

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS

(c. 1451-1506) Columbus was
one of history's bravest
explorers. He was bold and went
where no one else dared go.
Columbus brought western
civilization to the Americas, a
land he and other Europeans
knew very little about.




FORMING AMERICA

Early travelers to the Americas are known today as pilgrims.

As time passed, others known as colonists also came in 4
search of freedom and opportunity. They began forming

different groups along the east coast of North America. A
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William Bradford (c. 1590-1657) was
one of many pilgrims seeking religious
freedom. He and many others sailed to
North America on the Mayflower. He
became the governor of Plymouth,
Massachusetts, befriended the Native
Americans, and started the first
Thanksgiving.



These groups of migrants grew bigger and bigger until
there were 13 main colonies. Great Britain eventually
took control of the colonies, charged unreasonably high
taxes, and enforced laws without the people being fairly
represented.
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v 1 LOVE AMERICA BECAUSE...

it's a land with a rich history of
freedom, exploration, and
opportunity.
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THE FOUNDING FATHERS

Over time, tension began to build between the colonies and
Great Britain. Many great leaders stepped up and led the
charge in separating themselves from Great Britain to become
a free country.
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Bery’am/’n Franklin  Alexander Hamilton TJames Madlison

These men and their wives, such as Martha
Washington, Abigail Adams, Elizabeth
Hamilton, and Dolley Madison were brave and
wise. They were the perfect candidates to
help lead America to its new beginnings. They
were well educated in how government
worked and knew that the only way to a truly
prosperous country was to give power to the
people.

Samuel Adams



Declarration of Indlependence

We hofid these truths
to be self-evidlent, that
all men arre createad
equal, that they are
endowed by their
Creator with certain

unalienable Rights, that A
among these are Life, |
Liberty andl the

pursuit of Happiness.

A great American patriot named Patrick Henry ‘
once said, “Give me liberty or give me
death!” What do you think he meant by that?



While it was great that the colonies gained their
independence, there was still one problem: each colony
had its own set of rules. If they were going to be one
united country, they'd need to establish one set of rules
that everyone could agree on.

The Founding Fathers and many other representatives
from each state met at Independence Hall in
Pennsylvania to draft rules for the country.

Much compromise, 1 INDEPENDENCE HALL
coIIaboration, A This meeting was called the

Communication, and ‘ Constitutional Convention, and

ti George Washington was chosen
cooperation was to be the President. Even though it

needed to accomplish was hot outside, they kept all

. windows and doors closed that
this great task. summer to allow for open debate

and discussion.
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They met from May—September 1787




The Preamble of the Constitution

We the People of the United States, in Ordler to
form a more perfect Union, establish Justice,
insure dlomestic Tranquility, provide for the
common dlefence, promote the general Wel-
farre, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to
ourselves anadl our Posterity, do ordain and
establish this Constitution for the United States
of America.

"[The adoption of the Constitution] will demon-
strate as visibly the finger of Providence, as any
possible event in the course of human affairs
can ever designate it." —George Washington

"It is impossible for the man of pious
reflection not to perceive in it a finger of
[the] Almighty hand.”
—James Maodlison

I LOVE AMERICA BECAUSE...

the Constitution gave more power
to the people than in any other 10
country before or since.
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The Founding Fathers wanted to be
very careful in how they organized
the government. Many of the
original colonists
came from
countries where
there was one king
who held ALL the
power.

Did you know the
Constitution has a
nickname? It's called
“the highest Law of the
land.” This means that
all other laws in our
country must be in
agreement with the
Constitution, otherwise
they are called
"unconstitutional!”




The Founding Fathers wanted to make sure that the
Constitution would have “checks and balances” or a
“separation of powers.” Simply put, the government was
divided into three different branches. That way all the
power was not concentrated into one single person or

branch.

Separation of Powers

EXECUTIVE

This separation of
powers was
revolutionary; it had

never been done
before on a national
scale!

I LOVE AMERICA BECAUVSE...

the separation of powers made it
so that one man would never hold
all the power.
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LEGISLATIVE

makes laws

JUDICIAL

i

interrrets laws

Check out more
on each of the 3
branches of

government this
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THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

The legislative branch is made up i

of the United States Congress, = THE U-s.
which is divided into two groups - CAPIToOL
the House of Representatives g n/

and the Senate. They £ m“""" *

propose, vote on,
and create laws.

THE JUDICIAL BRANCH

The judicial branch is where laws are interpreted and

justice is carried out. It helps provide structure and clarity
on all matters of law through the
Supreme Court.

THE U.S. SUPREME — X
COURT BUILDING
BEiE=NE PFEFHAE




THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH

The executive branch includes a president, vice
president, and others who work with them. They are in
charge of enforcing the laws that the legislative branch
creates.

THE WHITE m m m m m
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Each branch has equal power but different responsibilities.
This helps them maintain balance in the government. It allows
them all to "keep an eye on each other" so none become too
powerful.
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This quotation is from Thomas Jefferson.
What do you think he meant by this?



The Founding Fathers realized that there could be times
when they needed to add to and improve the Constitution.
Another word for add is amend. Over time there have been
27 amendments added to the Constitution, in order to form
a more perfect union.

free
You have probably heard of some of these Speech!

amendments. One is the freedom of
religion, so we can believe what we want
without the government telling us what to
believe. That same amendment guarantees
us freedom of speech. Another one is the
right to bear arms. There's even one that
gives us the right to have a fair trial if we do
something against the law. The aboli-

tion of slavery — or ending of slavery—
and women's right to vote were other
amendments.




All of these amendments The first three words of the

protect the rights of American’s Constitution are “We the People”.
and their freedoms. The first ten Why do you think those three
amendments are known as the words are so important?

0818 Veosle

The Founding Fathers wanted to make sure that the people
were in charge of the government, not the other way around.

‘I do not agree with what you have
to say, but I'll defend to the dleath

your right to say it!"
-Evelyn Beatrice Hall

Can you guess
which of the
amendments
this quotation
is talking
about?
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The BILL of RIGHTS

Protection of the freedom of religion (without establishing a
national religion), freedom of speech, freedom of the press, right
to petition, and the right to peacefully assemble.

freedom of
sreeck
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The right of the people N
to own and carry guns.

3rd Amendment
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People and their [
property and

belongings are | have my
protected from being rights!
searched without

reason.




5th Amendment

No person will have their life, liberty, or property taken away
without proper legal procedures.
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The right to a speedy,
public, and fair trial with the
help of a lawyer.

The right to a trial by jury.




8th Amendment

9th Amendment

10th Amendment

Power not given to
the federal
government belongs

to the states or to
the people.




The Constitution's Impact on the World
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The United States of America finally
had a constitutional government!
What an undertaking by some of the
greatest thinkers of our new nation.
But it didn't stop there...

/7 v
\ THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA! 7
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It's been said that the Constitution is “one of the United States’

greatest exports.” What is an export? It's something that is
made in one place and then sent to be used in another. That is
what has happened to the United States Constitution. Many
other countries heard and read about it and have used it as a
model for their governments.



Why? Why would other countries want to copy the U.S.
Constitution? It puts the power of the government in the hands
of the people instead of all the power FEDERALISM
being with a king or a dictator. It has
checks and balances. It also has a
separation of powers. The Constitution
gives specific, limited powers to our
federal government. All other powers
remain with the states and the people.

The influence of the United
States Constitution has been
felt all around the world.
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Do you know the motto of the United
States? A motto is a short sentence that
_ { describes a group’s beliefs or ideas. It's
maopwe \ 25 / what they stand for.
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ONE

o}ﬁ THE UNITED STATES OFAMERICA 4

IN GOD WE TRUST

ONE




There is another word on this quarter that is a
principle in which the United States of America ﬁ
believes in. The word is “Liberty.’ Liberty is the Q‘ '
ability to act and be accountable for one’s

choices. It is what the country was founded on:

life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

INCODSWE

is central to the

It protects people's

—FREEDOMS =

so long as we DEFEND it
rights

We can be proud citizens of this great
country and we can always try to honor
what this country stands for:

and the /

.
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PATRIOTISM

Like the Founding Fathers and the men and women who helped
build and defend this country, every day citizens can be patriots.
Patriotism is the love of your country. Patriotism brings people
together for a common cause. It's believing that, although
America is not perfect, through the application of principles like
personal responsibility, hard work, service to others, and
obedience to law, we are considered by many as one of the
greatest nations on earth. It is also considered one of the most
prosperous, stable, and powerful countries in the world. The
United States has helped many other countries defend their
freedoms, too!

MERICA ROCKS!




How Can You Show Patriotism?

“The act of voting is one opportunity for us to remember
that our whole way of life is predicated on the capacity of
ordinary people to judge carefully and well.” — Alan Keyes




Do you realize that your constitutional rights come with
duties and responsibilities? Can you think of things that
you can do for your country? How can you show respect
for the United States of America and the Constitution?

Let's take a quick quiz and see what you've learned!

1. What was one of the main reasons people from Europe came to
America?

a. There was more land available than in Europe

b. They wanted to visit a foreign country

c. They could have religious, political, and economic freedom

2. Who was originally in control of the first 13 Colonies?
a. Each colony was in charge of itself
b. The king of England
c. Washington D.C.

3. The Founding Fathers wanted the power of the new government to be
in the hands of:

a. The central government in Washington D.C.

b. The government of each separate state

c. The people

4. What is the nickname of the U.S. Constitution?
a. The Bill of Rights
b. The highest Law of the land

27 c. The Great American Law



5. Which one of these is given the most power in our government today?
a. Legislative (the Congress)
b. Executive (the President)
c. Judicial (the Supreme Court)
d. All have equal power

6. True or False: Freedom of Speech and Religion were originally part of
the Constitution.

7. Which of these phrases is found at the beginning of the declaration of
independence?

a. "All for one, and one for all."

b. "We the people.”

c. "IN GOD WE TRUST."

d. “Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

8. Which of these best describes the word “patriotism"?

a. Love of your country and feeling of unity.

b. Knowing that your country is better than all the rest in the
world.

c. Putting your hand over your heart during the Pledge of
Allegiance.

d. Arguing with other countries about who is the most powerful
nation on earth.

9. True or False: The United States Constitution was unique from any
other national constitution of its day.

10. Referring to the Constitution, who said, "It is impossible not to
[sense] that we are acting for all mankind"?

a. George Washington

b. Samuel Adams

c. James Hamilton

d. Thomas Jefferson i bsikers
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“This country was founded by men and
women who were dedicated or came to be dedi-
cated to two propositions; first, a strong religious conviction, and
secondly a recognition that this conviction could
flourish only under a system of freedom.”

—John F. Kennedly

“The American Constitution is, so far as | can see, the most wonderful
work ever struck off at a given time by the brain and purpose of man.”

—William Gladlstone (former Prime Minister of Great Britain)
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Thank you for taking the time to read this booklet to see what
this great nation is all about — that we are truly “ONE NATION
UNDER GOD.’

Thank you for wanting to help our country remain one of the
strongest, noblest countries on the earth. It takes effort to be a
patriotic citizen. May we all stand up for America and
constantly strive to be an even “more perfect union.’

We now hope that in a kindly way you will share with family
and friends the message of this booklet and your heartfelt story

of why you love America. And in doing so, may we never forget

AMERICA'S MOTTO:
IN'GOD WE'TRUST




“Why | Love America” was created to remind us all of
the gratitude we should have for our great country.
Patriotism is an important part of what keeps America
one of the greatest and freest countries in the world.
It's important that every generation remembers our
history and knows the
Constitution so that we
can defend it and our
God-given rights.
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